
CASSELLS REPORT 



OPTION ONE - A PREDOMINANTLY STATE-FUNDED 
SYSTEM 

• State would increase its core grant to institutions 

• Existing student fees would be abolished 

• Student income supports would be enhanced. 

• Higher education would be free at the point of entry for all first-time EU students, including part-time 
learners. 



OPTION 2 - INCREASED STATE FUNDING WITH 
CONTINUING STUDENT FEES 

• Continue paying a fee at close to the existing level 

• Requires state to invest €1 billion 

• Students from lower income backgrounds would continue to receive fee waivers under the student 
grant scheme 



OPTION 3 - INCREASED STATE-FUNDING WITH DEFERRED 
PAYMENT OF FEES THROUGH INCOME CONTINGENT LOANS - 
ICL 

• Undergraduate students would be charged fees. 

• Facility would be introduced to allow the payment of these fees to be deferred until after graduation. 

• €16,000-€20,000 initial fee 

• Potential to follow UK Model where fees are now reaching 11,000 per year 

 






